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Message From
Our Chairs
Dear Friends,

2021 was a year in which we witnessed widening
inequalities due to the pandemic, the climate
emergency and an escalating refugee crisis. As we
build on our track record as an Oxfam initiative to
expand our reach as an independent charity, we are
aware more than ever of the importance of our mission
to fight the injustice of poverty. That’s why we have
taken this year to reflect on the role of lawyers and the
legal community in combatting poverty, reconvening
our thematic members groups on women’s rights,
refugee rights, land rights and ethical business to think
critically about how we can start to tackle these issues. 

We have taken lessons from global crises to look at the
inequality in our own communities and scaled up our
Community Legal Confidence Programme to support
those seeking sanctuary to navigate the UK legal
system and build safe and stable lives following
periods of crises. As we look to the future, we are
ready for the challenges ahead and certain that
through our growing community of over 150
committed social justice advocates, we can realise the
potential of the law as a tool for social justice. 

Richard & Kirsty
CO-CHAIRS
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RICHARD DYTON, CO-CHAIR

KI
RSTY WILSON, CO-CHAIR



Our Vision
Our vision is to help build a just world without poverty. Lawyers
Against Poverty (LAP) was established in 2015 by a small group
of lawyers committed to using their skills as lawyers to fight the
injustice of poverty. Since our beginnings, members have
dedicated their time to realise the potential of the law to tackle
inequality by strengthening ties within the legal community
through special interest groups focused on women’s rights,
indigenous land rights, refugee rights and ethical business,
encouraging the next generation through our Junior Lawyers
Network (JLAP) and launching innovative initiatives like our
Twinning Programme and Community Legal Confidence
Programme.

We launched as an independent charity in 2020, with the
generous support of a grant from the Joffe Trust, to harness the
untapped potential within the wider legal community to contribute
to the alleviation of poverty. It is our mission to inspire and
mobilise a growing movement of lawyers and members of the
wider legal community to use the skills and resources within it to
contribute to the alleviation of poverty around the world. We offer
members opportunities to connect with one another, gain insights
on ways to use the law as a tool for social justice and take action
through our Justice Fund and volunteer programmes.
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Our Members
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We welcome all members of the
legal community at all stages of

their legal career. Whether in
private practice, the public sector,

in-house, non-profit, or still
studying, we celebrate the diverse
voices committed to strengthening

the legal response in the fight
against poverty. 

‘I don’t think there’s another
organisation that harnesses the

energy in the legal profession for a
common cause’

- Antonia Benfield
Barrister at Doughty Chambers

‘LAP is about more than offering
pro bono services. It’s taking an
active position to fight poverty’

- Caroline Ndindi
Legal Counsel at WWF

International

‘With the power of your legal
knowledge, you need to do
something to uplift others’

- Tess Baker
GDL Graduate, University of Law

COMMUNITY



Twinning 
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The Twinning Programme pairs lawyers in different regions to support
one another through peer mentorship. The programme offers an
opportunity to create and maintain personal and professional relations,
support lawyers facing different professional challenges and gain an
insight into some of the common issues faced by lawyers in other
regions and jurisdictions.

COMMUNITY

…I get great satisfaction from communicating with professional and
experienced lawyers of Lawyers Against Poverty, who are willing to
share their practical advice and personal examples. I am grateful to
my partner in this project, because our communication increases
my knowledge and experience in the sphere of protection of human
rights, and because she generously shares her experience with me.
After our sessions, I feel elation!

- MS ZEBO SHARIFOVA, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE LEAGUE F WOMEN
LAWYERS IN TAJIKISTAN



Junior Lawyers
Against Poverty
Despite the uncertainties and challenges for students during COVID-19, JLAP
students contributed to the International Law Book Facility (ILBF)'s impressive
efforts to ship over 5,000 books to libraries around the world where there is a
short supply of good quality legal texts. ILBF recently thanked JLAP students for
their "excellent professionalism and commitment to pro bono as well as great
problem solving-skills".

"As the University of Exeter’s JLAP group,
we hope to help law students and projects
across the world in any way we can.
Increasing access to justice is a core aim of
JLAP, and donating these books was
something we were keen to do."

"Here at OxJLAP, we are grateful for
the chance to help ILBF support the

rule of law in Nigeria and excited about
the opportunities the books we
collected can provide for their

recipients."

Diana Ciurezu & Joel Crisp, 
UNIVERSITY OF EXETER JLAP

Maria Koniarz 
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD JLAP

NA
OMI S

ANDER, JLAP CO-ORDINATOR
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COMMUNITY

JLAP has members at Bristol, Exeter, King’s
College London, the London School of
Economics, Manchester, Oxford, Oxford
Brookes, Nottingham, Surrey, University
College London, The University of Law,
Warwick, Aberdeen, Goldsmiths, Nairobi
and Sierra Leone. This past year, JLAP
members have hosted a range of activities
from events and fundraising to mentoring
and Twinning.

Get in touch:
juniolap@lawyersagainstpovert.org 



Thematic Groups
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The Land Rights Group seeks to build links with
organisations and universities in regions where
land rights are a particular issue and have hosted 

Land Rights Group

IN
SIG

HT

numerous speakers this year from organisations at the forefront of
efforts to protect indigenous rights to land including The Forest
People's Programme, the Tenure Facility and Indigenous Peoples
Rights International. 

 The group re-convened this year to
explore current threats to women's
rights and welcomed Women's Aid to
discuss the implications of reforms to
domestic violence legislation in the UK. 

Womens' Rights Group
The Women’s Rights Group hosted its first event in 2015,
welcoming lawyers from The Gambia and Uganda to speak on
public interest litigation in their countries. 

LAP's Thematic Groups provide spaces for members to come together, gain
insight and develop initiatives to mobilise legal support behind initiatives to
promote Women's Rights, Land Rights, Refugee Rights and Ethical Business. 
These offer collaborative spaces that bring
together LAP's diverse membership.



Thematic Groups
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The Refugee Rights Group focuses on the ways
in which lawyers can support refugees in transit,
temporary settlements and in the UK. They host
regular volunteer meetings for the Community
Legal Confidence Programme and welcome
outside speakers hearing recently from The
University of Surrey and JLAP volunteers on
supporting the Big Leaf Foundation.

Refugee Rights Group

INSIGHT

In 2021, Lawyers Against Poverty launched the
Ethical Business Group. The group welcomes
members from a range of business backgrounds
and developed out of LAP’s ‘Just Lawyers’
Initiative designed to create tools and resources
to help in-house lawyers make a difference 

Ethical Business

within their businesses and wider society. The group focuses on a wide range
of issues including corporate accountability, ethical governance, and diversity. 



Community Legal
Confidence 

Refugees require legal assistance at each stage of their movement  from 
country of origin to reception. Access to immigration advice in countries 

of transit and reception is often limited as is wider support once an 
individual obtains the right to remain. Lawyers Against Poverty has 

created a series of workshops to offer members of the refugee 
 community information on their rights as individuals living in

 the UK in the areas of employment, criminal and family law.
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Lawyers Against Poverty recruited a new Programme
Manager to scale up the programme to support
refugee organisations facing growing pressures on
their services. This year we have developed a new
strategy that integrates our activities within a wider
framework for legal empowerment.  

ACTIO
N

What's New?

In the next stage of the programme, we will identify grassroots advocates
and members from communities with lived experience of seeking sanctuary
to train and support them as Community Legal Champions to drive positive
and long lasting-lasting change towards a more accessible legal system.
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Capacity Building for
Climate Justice
Lawyers Against Poverty have co-founded a new partnership initiative
supporting Human Rights Defenders to put the law behind climate justice.

The project builds on the need
identified by human rights defenders
fighting to defend their communities
from corporate corruption and
environmental degradation to
strengthen their legal capabilities to
fight these disputes. 

This collaborative initiative is
designed to put the resources in the
international legal community
behind human rights defenders to
build more resilient communities
and a safer planet.

Following our launch event 'Putting
the Law Behind Climate Justice', we
hosted a series of focus groups with
human rights defenders in Latin
America and Indonesia to feed into
the development of a Best Practice
Forum to run in 2022.

Find out more at:
legalempowermentproject.com

ACTION



LAP's Justice Fund is made possible through members' contributions; we would
like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support this year. In
2021 with the continued pandemic, members voted to support projects
providing critically needed legal services for those most vulnerable to its impact.

In response to the pandemic, LAP members supported a
grant of £30,000 to the Justice Centre for Legal Aid in Jordan
to increase its capacity to provide legal services to women
and girls impacted by Covid-19 following widely reported
increases in domestic violence and related crimes.

LAP's Justice Fund uses a unique model of collective philanthropy to unlock
funds within the legal community to channel direct support to poverty relief
initiatives around the world using the law to combat inequality.
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LAP awarded £6,800 towards researching the
extrajudicial killings in Colombia. Oxfam Columbia is
working with a coalition of regional civil society
organisations to gather data on what they believe to
be the systemic killings of community leaders. 

LAP awarded £15,000 to train community leaders in Ito
fight for land rights in Indonesia, where between 90
and 120 million people regularly find that their
informal and customary rights are subordinated to
national interests and development projects.

ACTIO
N

Justice Fund



Impact
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150+
members

Over
£100,000
donated

500+
student

members

Activity in
four

continents

…Creating a movement of lawyers who have passion for justice,
who cannot tolerate injustice, this is the key for solving all our
problems because an army of activists pushing against injustices in
laws and in the systems will give the voice that is needed for those
we serve at JCLA.        - 

DIRECTOR, JUSTICE CENTRE FOR LEGAL AID, JORDAN

The confidence sessions delivered to the Refugee Resource
women’s group was very empowering. It provided a safe
space for refugee women to not just learn about their rights
in housing, family law, women’s right etc. they also had the
opportunity to share their own experiences and hear others.        

- FATOU CEESAY, REFUGEE RESOURCE OXFORD

LAP delivered over
30 community legal

confidence
programmes for

refugees

LAP reached over
1,300 legal

professionals through
events, training and

thematic group
meetings in 2021



Our Team
Emma Lough
Director
Emma is responsible for
overseeing LAP’s management
and operations.

Richard Dyton
Co-Chair
Richard is a Partner at Simmons &
Simmons, Head of International
Projects and Chair of the Legal
Response Initiative and the
London Legal Support Trust.

Kirsty Wilson
Co-Chair
Kirsty is a Partner at Baker &
McKenzie and leads its group
specialising in global
reorganisations.

Spencer Simmons
Treasurer
Spencer is a Fellow of the Institute
of Chartered Accountants and was
previously a Partner in Haslers
Chartered Accountants. 

John Doughty
Programme Manager
John is a lawyer and legal
empowerment specialist and leads
LAP's Community Legal
Confidence Programme.

Joss Saunders
Trustee
Joss is the General Counsel of
Oxfam. He is one of the co-
founders of Advocates for
International Development and the
Legal Response Initiative.

Anna Kirkpatrick
Trustee
Anna is Senior Associate at
Clifford Chance specialising in
international arbitration,
international law, business and
human rights.

Caroline Ndindi
Trustee
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Caroline is legal counsel for WWF
International and has over 15
years’ experience as in-house legal
counsel.



Our Team
Louise Curd
Trustee
Louise practised as a solicitor for
10 years before transitioning into
the charity sector and has been
involved with LAP since 2017.

Susan Jackson
Trustee
Sue is a retired lawyer and
Trustee of Oxfordshire Youth,
having spent her career
specialising in food law and
employment law.

Pascale Bird
Trustee
Pascale is a qualified solicitor and
Legal Officer at Legal Response
International.

Naomi Sander
JLAP Co-ordinator
Naomi Sander is a qualified
solicitor and has led the work of
the Junior Lawyers Against
Poverty (JLAP) network since it
was first established.

Emily Blower
Trustee
Emily is Supervising Associate at
Simmons & Simmons in the
Litigation & Arbitration practice
group.

Kinnari Bhatt
Land Rights Group Lead
Kinnari is a lawyer working in
sustainable finance with a PhD on
implementing indigenous land
rights.

Adrian Henderson
Refugee Rights Group Lead
Adrian is an employment lawyer
and leads the Refugee Rights
Group. He has also supported the
development of LAP’s Legal
Confidence Programme.

Naomi Passman
Trustee
Naomi is Head of EU Programmes
and local growth at Department for
Communities and Local Government
and Chair of Redbridge Action
Against Domestic Abuse.
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Nikki Elliott
Trustee
Nikki is in-house legal counsel for
DHL Technology and Telecoms
and was previously in-house
counsel at AET.



Keeping in Touch
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To keep up with Lawyers Against Poverty and the work we
do, follow us on social media:

linkedin.com/company/lawyersagainstpoverty

@LawyersvPoverty

facebook.com/lawyersagainstpoverty

@LawyersvPoverty

lawyersagainstpoverty.org

Thank you for all the support you've given us in 2021. Join
the movement, and help us make our vision, of a just world
without poverty, a reality.

16



With Thanks
We are grateful to our  the support of our members and
partners who make our work possible


